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18,500 penjawat awam Selangor terima bantuan khas RM 1,000

SHAH ALAM - Seramai
18,500 kakitangan kerajaan Se-
langor Gred 56 dan ke bawah
menerima Bantuan Khas Ke-
wangan berjumlah RM1,000
secara one-off atau sekali beri
semalam.

Menteri Besar Selangor, Da-
tuk Seri Amirudin Shari berka-
ta, pemberian bantuan tersebut
turut meliputi kakitangan pihak
berkuasa tempatan (PBT), ba-
dan berkanun negeri dan anak

syarikat kerajaan negeri melibatkan peruntukan

berjumlah RM18.5 juta.

“Bantuan ini adalah sebagai tanda peng-

AMIRUDIN

hargaan kerajaan negeri atas usaha
menangani perebakan koronavirus
(Covid-19),” katanya dalam satu ke-
nyataan di sini semalam.

Pada 15 Mei lalu, kerajaan Sela-
ngor mengumumkan bersetuju untuk
memberikan Bantuan Khas Kewang-
an kepada kakitangan kerajaan negeri
Gred 56 dan ke bawah.

Dalam pengumuman sama, Amiru-
din turut memaklumkan, setiausaha
dan ahli jawatankuasa Majlis Pengu-
rusan Komuniti Kampung (MPKK)

di 371 kampung tradisi di negeri berkenaan
juga akan turut menerima manfaat dengan
pemberian berjumlah RM300 secara one-off.
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Waspada ancaman
nyamuk bandar

DI sebalik ancaman Covid-19 yang semakin reda,
Malaysia terus bergelut dengan demam denggi
sejak kes pertama wabak itu dilaporkan di Pulau
Pinang pada tahun 1962.

Kelmarin, Kementerian Kesihatan meramalkan
kes denggi meningkat lagi sehingga September ini
susulan orang ramai dibenarkan bergerak ke tem-
pat-tempat yang sebelum ini dilarang.

Perintah Kawalan Pergerakan (PKP) yang di-
laksanakan untuk mengekang Covid-19 sejak tiga
bulan lalu menyebabkan banyak tempat ditutup
dan berisiko menjadi sarang pembiakan nyamuk.

Peningkatan itu turut berpunca daripada fak-
tor cuaca dan sikap manusia yang kurang men-
jaga kebersihan di persekitaran kediaman khu-
susnya di kawasan bandar.

Sebenarnya, pusat-pusat bandar telah lama
menjadi magnet penyakit berjangkit. Wabak itu
sering menyerang bandar-bandar tropika seper-
ti New Delhi, India; Sao Paolo, Brazil; dan Bang-
kok, Thailand.

Demam denggi kini merupakan endemik di
lebih 100 negara rantau Afrika, Amerika, Medi-
terranean, Asia Tenggara dan Pasifik. Seramai 2.5
bilion manusia iaitu dua perlima penduduk dunia
berdepan risiko dijangkiti demam denggi.

Di Malaysia, Selangor merekodkan kes deng-
gi tertinggi dengan 23,402 kes sehingga minggu
ke-17 pada tahun ini, diikuti Kuala Lumpur
(3,243 kes) dan Johor (3,242 kes).

Jumlah kes denggi tertinggi yang pernah di-
catatkan di Malaysia adalah pada tahun 2015
dengan 120,835 kes dan 336 kematian.

Demam denggi berpunca daripada jangkitan
virus melalui gigitan nyamuk aedes aegypti.

Apa yang membimbangkan, penyakit itu se-
karang boleh datang dengan tanda-tanda yang
bukan tipikal lagi dan kadang-kadang tidak da-
pat diduga. Ini menyebabkan tugas mendiagno-
sis dan merawat denggi semakin mencabar.

Ada kes, ruam gatal rupa-rupanya denggi. Ada
kes, demam dan sakit dada rupa-rupanya denggi.
Ada kes, pesakit kencing manis mengadu muntah-
muntah tapi tidak demam rupa-rupanya denggi.

Sehingga kini, masih tiada rawatan khas un-
tuk demam denggi kecuali langkah pencegahan.

Ketakutan terhadap Covid-19 jangan sampai
menyebabkan kita memandang remeh ancaman
musuh tradisi kesihatan ini.
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All's not well on first day
of facility’s reopening

—

Traders selling desiccated coconut at Pasar Besar Jalan Othman showing the cramped conditions of their
new area, which formerly housed the poultry slaughtering operation.

ALTHOUGH Pasar Besar lalan

Othman is still belng r
it reopened to the public on
Sa 3
Only seafood sellers and a
handful of mini grocery stalls
were open on the first floor.

A check by StarMetro showed
numerous lots still had broken
tiles, pavements and dirty sinks.

Traders interviewed said they
were unhappy that Petaling Jaya
City Council (MBP]) had scat-
tered them instead of grouping
similar types of businesses in
one location

Some of the traders selling
desiccated coconut are now
located at the former chicken
slaughtering lots, which are at
the far end of the market.

Meanwhile, other traders
were allowed to trade from their
previous spofs.

At the former chicken slaugh-
tering area, chicken feathers
could still be seen on the celling,
raising the question of whether
the market was properly cleaned
and sanitised before

“We can only store about 80
coconuts at this new spot and
the lots are located too close to
each other.

“Once we bring our coconut
shaving machine, the place will
be cramped and we are not sure
if there will even be space for us

Chicken
feathers can
still be seen on
the ceiling,
which raises
the question
of whether the
market was
cleaned prop-
erly before
reopening.

It is extremely
difficult for us to
carry these heavy
loads from the

lorry, walk through
the market and
unload the coconuts
at the far end of

YH Ho, 61, said it was impor-
tant for fruit stalls to have grilles
to prevent theft.

“We buy unripe bananas in
bulk and we need to store them.
We need 1o lock the stalls or the
fruits will be stolen.

are illezal structures,” said Ho.

The fruit sellers also wanted
to be gathered in one trading
section instead of helnx scat-
tered all over the

“Customers wﬂrbe put off if
they have to walk all over the
market. If they don't like the
fruits I sell, they can always go
1o the neighbouring stall. We
have worked this way for
decades,” added Ho.

Flower seller H. Caroline does
not only have to contend with
slow busi the rent for her

the market.

to move about.
meawedl,hemwebuym
wwwllmmnmseaﬂl
'\'ifeneedahl,mersmmge
' We lack manpower and rely
“We r

on family members for hel

now. It is |=.-.1:l:|'emehlzr dm{m
usto ca.rz these hea
the lorry, walk I\l"Yu'ﬂmﬂ'l the

market and unload the coconuts
at the far end of the market,”
said coconut seller CS Poh.

The fruit sellers were also fac-
ing a storage predicament.

25 RM3BO bt e workapace h
to ut her e has
been reduced.

“Now I am given a smaller
space where | cannot even
my flower cart. And MBP] has
placed another stall beside
mine,” she said.

Traders said MBP] should
have a two-way dialogue instead
of just issuing orders.

‘When contacted, MPB] coun-
cillor Suraise Gengiah said they
would take note of all the com-
plaints.
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Old business: Most of the stalls at Pasar Besar Jalan Othman in Petaling Jaya are operated by senior citizens and they are worried about the potential hike in rentals for lots at the market.
— SAM THAM/The Star

Long overdue fix

Petaling Jaya’s oldest market in Jalan Othman is finally undergoing renovations
after having been in a deplorable state for years. While the works are
welcomed, traders and resident groups want the city council to set new
standards in terms of management and maintenance of the facility. >2&3
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STARMETRO, WEDNESDAY 10 JUNE 2020

For a long lII'I19< traders in Pasar Besar Jalan Othman have been paying their rent to a middleman. (Right) The PJ Old Town market has been in the news for all the wrong reasons, including a
recent infestation by rats. — Photos: YAP CHEE HONG, SAM THAM and ART CHEN/The Star

‘Improve management of market’

Residents want MBPJ to address Pasar Besar Jalan Othman’s shortcomings

Stories by SHEILA SRI PRIYA
sheilasripriya@thestar.com.my

PETALING Jaya City Council (MBP])
has won numerous local and inter-
national awards for its excellence.

However, the way the city’s big-
gest and oldest market was being
run left a lot to be desired.

The three-storey Pasar Besar
Jalan Othman in Petaling Jaya
which was built in the 1980s, has
about 516 business lots.

Due to poor maintenance and
upkeep, the building was in a dilapi-
dated state and even had a rat infes-
tation recently.

After several Covid-19 cases were
detected last month, the market was
closed temporarily and only reo-
pened on June 5.

MBP] took the opportunity of its
closure to conduct repairs to the
structure which is still ongoing, but
no one knows the scope of the work
being carried out and how much it
costs,

The way rental was being collect-
eﬂlat the market was also question-
able.

A source said the city council
never drew up a proper agreement
with traders on how payment was
to be managed. This allowed a mid-

dleman to fill the vacuum and col-
lect the rental.

A source said that while the rent-
al was only RMB0 and RM120
monthly, the trading lots were being
sublet, including to foreigners, at a
much higher rent.

“This happened as many of the
original tenants were no longer
doing business,” said the source.

MyPj, a coalition of Petaling Jaya
Residents Associations and Rukun
Tetangza, had launched an online
petition, urging MBPJ to set new
standards for the oldest market in

the city.
MyP] chairman Jeffrey Phang

said the rent collected should go
towards improving the market,

better management and
maintenance.

“Based on rough estimates, the
market could collect about
RMS00,000 a year.

“This money should have been
used to upkeep and maintain the
market to provide a better

for its «
workers," he said.

Phang said it was shameful that
an essential public amenity such as
the Old Town market was in such a
had state.

“The market should be well-

s and

mana;:ed as that would help Iocal
busi in the sur

to0,” he said, adding that despite its
shortcomings, the market was
popular with locals.

MyP] member Esham Salam said
the Housing and Local Government
Ministry should have a uniform
standard that all markets in the
country should adhere to.

“This would ensure minimum
health, safety and hygiene needs
are met.

“MyP] calls upon the ministry,
local councils, Standards Institute of
Malaysia and professional institu-
tions representing architects and
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Esham says the Housing and Local
Government Ministry must have a
minimum standard for all markets
in the country.

engineers 1o work together 1o make
this a reality,” he said.

Esham added that the deplorable
conditions at the market was a
result of poor management by
MBPJ.

“The market was in a bad shape
due to the failure of MBP] to man-
age its assets. The management
needs to improve.

1 believe that can only happen

Phang says rental collected from
PJ Old Town market traders should
have been used to maintain the
facility.

hindering renovations and repairs
from being carried out.

“This is hard to believe as MBP]
had the power to ensure it hap-
pened.

“It took a pandemic for the mar-
ket to be finally shut down and

irs to be carried out,” he said,
adding that he hoped the changes
were more than cosmetic.

Thompson pointed out that the

if there is action from the mayor,” Section 17 market was well-main-
he said. tained.

Esham said he supported the “We would be happy if the same
Federal Territories Ministry regula-  standards could be applied to the

tions disallowing foreigners from
working in public markets.

Old Town market.
“We are sure that more locals

“1 have nothing against them ‘would be willing to work in the
but only when the market is entire-  market if these standards were in
Iy run by locals, will it see some place,” he said.
improvement in aspects like cleanli- ‘When contacted, Petaling Jaya
ness,” he sald. councillor Suraise Gengiah said

Petaling Jaya Section 5 Residents MBP] would be introducing the

Association president Ben
Thompson said residents were told
that it was the traders who were
refusing to move out of the market,

Long overdue renovations are currently taking place at the market.

thumbprint system to ensure only
Iocals operate in the market,

“The city council would improve
the market in stages,” he said.

I}ﬁiﬂ;ﬁ b
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Diploma holder among those seeking job at

By BRENDA CH'NG
brenda@thestar.com.my

JOBS are aplenty at Pasar Besar
Jalan Othman, which has reopened.

The market has about 1,000
vacancies that are to be filled by
Malaysians only.

M. Sivaraj, 22, has completed his

tipl in : sineering

and has not been able to get a job so
far.

He was among those applying for
a job at the Jalan Othman wet mar-
ket.

"1 have gone for numerous inter-
views but have not received any job
offers,” he said.

His mother M. Radha said
RM49,000 was spent for his educa-
tion and she was hoping her son
could get a job.

"1 am not keen for my son to
work in the wet market but in this
situation, we cannot afford to be

picky.

"He needs to start work to enable
him to repay the education loan he
took,” said Radha.

Jalan Othman Market
Association vice-president N.
Rajaratnam said they had received
calls about the vacancies at the wet

Posters on
job vacan-
cies, which
are only
open to
Malaysians,
have been
put up all
around
Pasar Besar
Jalan
Othman.

market and would follow up with
the applicants soon.

He added that there were no
specific qualifications, as long as the
applicant can converse in Bahasa
Malaysia and their mother tongue.

Successful applicants will be paid
between RM70 and RM&0 a day
with working hours from 2am to
11am, 3am to noon or 5am to 1pm.

Rajaratnam said most of the
candidates who called up were men
ranging from 18 to 50 years old.

He said that female applicants
were also welcomed.

He clarified that an earlier
message which circulated on social
media claiming that candidates
must have a minimum Sijil
Pelajaran Malaysia qualification
was written wrongly.

Malaysians are needed at the Old
Town market to replace foreigners
who can no longer work there.

When asked if the applicants
would be tested for Covid-19 before

=
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market

Sivaraj (third from left) filling the application form at the market.

being allowed to work, he said that
it would be up to Petaling Jaya City
Council (MBP]).

Petaling Jaya MP Maria Chin
Abdullah hi that all traders and
visitors would work together to
ensure the wet market was kept
clean

“We cannot just rely on MBP] to
maintain the market, as traders
have to play their part too,” she

id.

said.
Maria said that when the market

was closed last month, MBP] found
several areas in bad shape and
started upgrading works.

“This upgrading had been dis-
cussed many times and we never
could do it but when it was shut
down for two weeks, we took the
opportunity to upgrade the market
as well,” she added.

Bukit Gasing assemblyman Rajiv
Rishyakaran hoped that now that
the market had reopened, appli-

cants would come for interviews.
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MBSA's show of appreciation

SHAH Alam City Council (MBSA) has put up
hillboards honouring frontliners battling
Covid-19 at Bulatan Kayangan, Section 9, and
along the Federal Highway.

The hillboard has a picture of Health
Department director-general Datuk Dr Noor
Hisham Abdullah standing together with four
medical personnel.

The message on the billboard thanks front-

liners for their efforts in helping to break the
Covid-19 chain and also advises the public to
stay at home and maintain social distancing.

In a statement, MBSA said it hoped the
visual display would encourage and motivate
frontliners to continue with their efforts.

“Atl the same time, the community needs to
cooperate and adhere to standard operating
procedure to break the Covid-19 chain.”
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The billboard
by MBSA
honouring
frontliners in
battling the
Covid-19
outbreak
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